NANI  LAWA‘I  (Beautiful Lawa‘i)                Bill Ali‘iloa Lincoln
(Alekana in verse 4 was Alexander McBride, after whom the McBride National Tropical Botanical Garden on Kaua‘i 

is named.)
INTRO  2 VAMPS  D7 G7 C  D7 G7 C                         Gdim=0101
C   G7                             C
Kā-ua i ka nani a`o La-wa`i

        Gdim       G7 F     Fm   C     D7 G7 C 
I ka hone a ke kai i ka pu'e'one 
-------------------------------
C      G7                            C

O ka noe mai a ka ua li`ili`i

      Gdim        G7     F Fm  C     D7 G7 C
Ka pipi'o mai  a ke  a-nue-nue  
-------------------------------                                            C      G7                                   C
O ke kani hone a ka leo a ka manu
         Gdim     G7   F     Fm  C     D7 G7 C                       

Honehone lua i ka pili  o ke ao  
-------------------------------
C       G7                                    C

Noho mai Alekana me ka `olu`olu

        Gdim  G7      F   Fm  C      D7 G7 C
Pu'uwai hamama me ke aloha  
-------------------------------                                            C   G7                                 C
He nani kou mau / i ka‘u ‘ike 
     Gdim       G7    F     Fm  C      D7 G7 C    

He wahi ho‘okipa i ka lehulehu  
--------------------------------
C   G7                               C
Ha`ina `ia mai ana ka puana

        Gdim    G7    F  Fm    C     D7 G7 C 
A he nani Lawa`i  i   ka`u  ‘ike  
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You and I shall see the beauty of Lawa`i

Where the sea whispers to the sand dunes

The light showers come with the mist

And the rainbow arches on high

The voices of the birds are ever sweet

Sweetest of all at the break of day

There Alexander lives in comfort

A kindly, gracious person is he

How beautiful it is to see
His generous hospitality to many

This is the end of my song
Of Lawa'i, beautiful to see
�





Composer Bill Ali‘iloa Lincoln was born in 1911 on the Big Island near Kohala and soon moved to Oahu where he came under the influence of John K. Almeida.  He specialized in the style of  singing unique to Hawai‘i – the soaring falsetto voice with its distinctive octave jumps and transition breaks.  He became a prolific writer of Hawaiian songs, both hulas and lilting ballads. 








