SWEET LEILANI                                                        Harry Owens
(Sweet Leilani by Harry Owens was written  for his daughter in 1934 when she was one day old.  Recorded by Bing Crosby in 1935, it received the Oscar in 1938 for best song from the movie "Waikiki Wedding."   Credited for helping revive the record industry during the depression, it was on the Hit Parade for 28 consecutive weeks.)
                                                                                                                        F#m7=2424
(E7) Sweet Lei(A)lani, heavenly (D) flo(Dm)wer  
(F#m7)Nature fashioned roses kissed with(A)dew 
(E7) And then she placed them in a (A) bower

(E7) It was the start of (A) you  (E7) 

-----------------------------------------
Sweet Lei(A)lani, heavenly (D) flo(Dm)wer 
(F#m7) Tropic skies are jealous as they (A) shine 
(E7) I think they’re jealous of your (A)blue eyes  

(E7) Jealous because you’re (A) mine  (E7) 

-----------------------------------------
Sweet Lei(A)lani, heavenly (D) flo(Dm)wer  

(F#m7) I dreamed of paradise for (A) two   

(E7) You are my paradise com(A)pleted  
(E7) You are my dream come (A) true  (E7)
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Tag  (E7) You are my dream come (D Dm) true  (A E7 A)
Harry Owens on the beach with his daughter Leilani

“On October 20, when she was one day old, I wrote her song…the words and music flowed like a rippling stream.  The actual composing and writing took only an hour and never has a word or note been changed…. A lullaby to a lovely baby is a soft, sweet thing and its writing is a simple thing when your heart is telling the  story…. We wanted a little girl.  We prayed for a little girl.  Our prayer was answered.  That lovely little girl was born and our faith in God was reborn.”
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